
Did you know all students experience some “brain drain” during the summer, most 
notably in reading and math? What can you do? This summer, find ways to maintain 
and boost your child’s learning by incorporating educational activities into your 
regular routines. We will be sending out a summer connections newsletter to 
elementary and secondary parents seven times throughout the summer by e-mail 
with some fun and easy ideas to incorporate reading and math activities into your 
summer activities along with grade-specific reading and math practice.     

Reading is a smart 
summer activity 
 

The best way to keep strong 
readers strong and help struggling 
readers improve is to have your child reading 
regularly over summer.  
 

Select a book that will spark your child’s 
imagination! Check out the lists from King County 
Library System for some good ideas. 

King County Public Library  
Teen Summer Reading Program 

A Universe of Stories 

Target  
Summer Learning Loss 

 

We Need Your E-mail Address! 
 

To get the summer learning connections we 
need a current e-mail address.   

Login to Skyward Family Access.   
At the top right-hand side look for “Account 
Info.” Choose “Change My Email.” Verify 
your email address and update if needed. 

 
If you don’t know your Skyward Family 

Access password, you can check in with the 
main office staff at your child’s school or the 

district Central Services staff.  

Questions or Comments? 
 

Tahoma  
Teaching and Learning 

 

 425-413-3400 
 

See other grade level editions of 
Learning Connections at 

www.tahomasd.us 
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Stop summer learning loss by exercising your brain 

 Summer Meals at the Library  

Tuesday, June 25, 2019 (12:00PM – 1:00PM) Kent Library. Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. June 24 - August 23. 

FREE lunch for children and teens ages 1 to 18. Adults are welcome to 

bring their own meal and beverage.  

 

 Mobile Makerspace: Scrap Satellites Science Workshop 

Required registration begins June 27 at 10:00am. Thursday, July 11, 

2019 (4:00PM – 6:00PM) Covington Library. Ages 12-16. Construct your 

own unique satellite out of recycled materials, and learn to solder 

together circuitry to transmit light. Discuss the technology that allows a 

satellite to orbit the earth, and how scientists are using the data they 

collect.  

 

 Restoration Work Party 

Every Saturday over the summer: June 29, July 13, 20, 27, August 3, 

10, 17, 24, 2019 (10:00 am - 2:00 pm). SHADOW Lake Nature Preserve. 

Work hard, have fun, and practice skills like building trail, removing 

invasive species, planting native plants, and caring for the Nature 

Preserve by joining our weekly Volunteer Work Parties! You may 

encounter muddy areas and plants with thorns so boots, long sleeves, 

and long pants are recommended. Tools and gloves are provided! 

Bringing a water bottle and lunch is encouraged!  

KCLS 
Teen 
Picks 

http://kcls.bibliocommons.com/explore/featured/staff_picks
http://kcls.bibliocommons.com/explore/featured/staff_picks
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5a78b77b09f5a63400f92e98
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5cf5867a5447a8240027e1fc
https://www2.nwrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=wtahomas71/fwemnu01.w
https://www.tahomasd.us/
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c685d6d87e8a32000e8ed6d
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/list/share/229450797/1415350197
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/list/share/229450797/1415350197
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/list/share/229450797/1415350197


 Teen After-Hours @ the Library 

Friday, June 28, 2019 (7:00PM – 10:00PM) Covington Library Middle and 

high school ages. We're opening the library on Friday night just for teens. 

Snack, play video games, use computers, watch a movie, or just hangout. 

All free! The library will close to the public at 6PM and reopen for teens at 

7PM. Please arrive at 7PM sharp. Reservations will be held until 7:10PM. 

Teens must be picked-up by 10PM.  

 

 Job Corps Information 

Friday, June 28, 2019 (1:00PM – 3:00PM) Auburn Library. Also offered on 

June 21, July 5, 12, 19, 26, August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. A representative from 

Job Corps will be available to answer questions about this program for 

youth ages 16-24. Job Corps offers free vocational training and classes.  

 

 Carnivorous Terrariums 

Registration begins July 1. Monday, July 15, 2019 (3:00PM – 4:30PM) 

Auburn Library.  Ages 11 to 18. Create your very own carnivorous terrarium 

with a plant that eats bugs! Explore the fascinating world of carnivorous 

plants with live specimens, and how to care for them. Take home your own 

terrarium.  

 

 DIY: Stomp Rockets 

Registration begins July 3. Saturday, August 3, 2019 (1:00PM – 2:00PM) 

Renton Library. Grades 4 and older. 5-4-3-2-1...blast off! Make and test 

your very own rockets! We'll provide the material. You provide the vision.  

 

 4th of July Family Picnic, Fireworks, Pie Baking 

Thursday, July 4th, 2019 (4:00PM—fireworks at 10:00PM)  Lake 

Wilderness Park. The City of Maple Valley’s Annual Independence Day 

Picnic. There is food for sale, a pie baking contest, sack races, water 

balloon tossing, face painting and more! Then at 10:00PM the Maple Valley 

Youth Symphony will fill the air with music as a fantastic firework show 

lights up the sky over Lake Wilderness. 

 

 Free Museum Thursdays in Downtown Tacoma 

Washington State History Museum — 3rd Thursday 3:00-8:00PM 

Museum of Glass — 3rd Thursday 5:00-8:00PM 

Tacoma Art Museum — every Thursday 5:00-8:00PM 

 

 Free Museum days in Downtown Seattle 

Burke Museum - first Thursday of every month 

Center for Wooden Boats - always free 

Center on Contemporary Art - always free 

Duwamish Longhouse & Cultural Center - always free 

Frye Art Museum - always free 

Henry Art Gallery - every Sunday, first Thursday of every month 

Imagine Children's Museum - third Friday 5:30-9pm 

Klondike Gold Rush Museum - always free 

Living Computers: Museum + Labs - first Thursday 5-8pm 

Loghouse Museum – always pay what you wish 

Museum of Flight - first Thursday of every month 5-9pm. 

Museum of History and Industry - first Thursday of every month 

Nordic Museum - first Thursday of every month. 

Northwest African American Museum - first Thursday 

Northwest Railway Museum - always free 

Northwest Seaport Maritime Heritage Center - first Thursday  

Olympic Sculpture Park - always free 

Seattle Art Museum Downtown - first Thursday of every month 

Seattle Children's Museum, $5 admission weekdays 4–5 p.m. 

Seattle Public Library Museum Pass – always free 

Washington Park Arboretum - always free 

Students who have failed a core content class 
during the regular school year are being targeted 
for a blended-learning summer program to help 
them build skills and earn credits, if needed.  In 
our blended-learning program, much of the class 
is on-line with a weekly 3-hour check-in that is 
face to face with the student and teacher.   
 
Counselors in each school will be contacting 
targeted students and parents with information 
about this option. The on-site classes are held at 
Tahoma High School. 
  
Cost:  $150 
 

 Blended Learning Summer Program 

 Math or Language Arts Focus 

 On-line classes 

 Weekly face to face sessions (3 hours) 

 Classes start on Tuesday, June 25th 

 Courses run until Thursday, July 30th 

On-Line Summer School  
(grades 6-12) 

TeenTix is a free 
pass that gets you in 
to movies, music, 
theatre, dance, visual 
art, and more for just 
$5. Sound too good to be true? We know. But 
it’s true. It’s true! Really. Just ask the hundreds 
of teenagers who use TeenTix every month. 
 
How does it work? 
First, you sign up for the pass. Second, you 
take the pass to one of our partner 
organizations. Third, you buy a $5 day-of-
show ticket.  

Microsoft Certifications 
(all motivated students!) 

Microsoft 
Certification 
is an excellent 
way to 
prepare for 
achievement in the classroom or the 
workforce, and our King County Library 
System now provides access to premium 
learning resources and free exam sessions to 
earn one.  

Start by reading about three different types 
of Microsoft Certification and linking to 
more details, corresponding study resources, 
and registration. See upcoming exam 
session locations, dates, and times.  

https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c5f4f4e27e5a73f0061b84b
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c40fcd8195f562b000af28d
http://www.teentix.org/sign-up
http://www.teentix.org/partners
http://www.teentix.org/partners
https://kcls.org/blogs/post/microsoft-certifications/
https://kcls.org/blogs/post/microsoft-certifications/
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/search/q=MOS%20Certification
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/search/q=MOS%20Certification
http://www.teentix.org/


Summer math = Fall success 
 
Students can lose up to 3 
months of math learning 
over the summer.  Help 
keep this from happening by 
checking out the hints sent 
in each newsletter and 
encouraging your child to 
complete the skill practice sheets. 
 
There are lots of great math websites and we’ll send you a link 
with each newsletter.  Please know that we have tried to find 
websites that don’t have too much advertising.  Finding ones 
that are advertising free is almost impossible.  Be sure and 
check out the website yourself just to make sure it meets your 
expectations before having your child play the math games.   

It’s summer!  Don’t Forget Physical Fitness 

Some kids look at summer as one long TV/videogame/
online chat session. It is important to keep involved in 
physical activities, talking with others and engaged in 
activities outdoors.   Consider some fun summer time 
activities that encourage physical fitness. Washington is 
a great place to live and play in check out some of our 
area’s great natural 
features so get out and 
enjoy the good 
weather while it lasts! 

Learning Connections Summer Newsletters are published with skill 
worksheets for grades 1-6 and lessons and links by math placement for 
secondary students through Algebra II. If you would like access to the 
newsletters for another grade level please go to the Tahoma website.  

 

www.tahomasd.us 
 

Are you ready to rocket into Summer Reading? 
The King County Library System (KCLS) summer reading theme, “A 
Universe of Stories,” celebrates space exploration. More than 1,400 
programs and events—from portable 
planetariums and readings in the park, to rocket-
making workshops and live music—are scheduled 
throughout King County until September 7th.  
 
 

How do you participate? 

 Pick up a teen reading log at any King County Library. 

 Log 500 minutes of reading or up to 1,000 minutes and return 
to any King County Library to pick up a prize! 
 

For More Information 

Summer Newsletter Schedule 
7 Distribution Dates  

June 2019 

August 2019 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
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School starts Sept 3rd! 

https://www.tahomasd.us/
https://kcls.org/
https://kcls.org/browse_program/summer-reading/


Math Connections 
Secondary Math Summer Practice 

Math Course 3—Week 1 
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